
Lower Heidelberg Township Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

November 11, 2019 

The regular monthly meeting of the Lower Heidelberg Planning Commission was held at the Township 
Building, 720 Brownsville Road, Sinking Spring, PA on the above date.   Chairman Neal Nevitt, Vice 
Chairman Dean Hartman and Members William Moser, Heath Kearney and Linda Williams were present.   
Also attending were Scott Miller of Stackhouse Bensinger, Wayne Rissmiller and John Weller 
representing Calvary Bible Fellowship Church and Cheryl Johnson.  Solicitor Michael Crotty and Engineer 
Ryan Rhode were also in attendance. 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  He asked if all had received and reviewed the 
minutes of the September 9, 2019 meeting and there being no corrections or additions and ON MOTION 
by Dean Hartman, seconded by Heath Kearney the minutes were approved unanimously. 

Development Plans 

A Sketch Plan for a building addition and parking expansion was received from the Calvary Bible 
Fellowship Church.  Scott Miller presented the plan and answered questions for the Applicant.  The plan 
consists of three buildings; a 23,367 sq. ft. auditorium and two support buildings of 7,480 sq. ft. and 
3,700 sq. ft. respectively.  The 900-seat auditorium will be constructed first, with the other buildings to 
follow as funding permits.  Since the existing parking area will partially be used for the addition, 
additional parking will be provided. At least 370 parking spaces will be provided, exceeding the 
requirements. 

Ryan Rhode explained that since the original project was permitted by special exception, there was a 
concern about compliance with Section 705 of the Zoning Ordinance; however, after review and 
concurrence by the Zoning Officer, it was determined that, absent any restrictions in the original zoning 
decision, the project would be a permitted use.  There was some discussion with respect to the 
requirement for sidewalks and curbs given the distance of the church from Rt. 422 and a request for 
waiver will be filed if necessary.  Ryan inquired as to additional/revised HOP permits and Mr. Miller will 
check, although he felt the original plan took the expansion into account.  There was a discussion 
relative to storm water management and Mr. Miller stated that the project will be in compliance with all 
DEP and Township requirements.  There is substantial work to be done with respect to refining the plan 
and the necessary calculations so submission of the preliminary plan will be sometime after the first of 
the year. 

Time Extensions- None 

Other Business 

The Chairman asked if there were any comments regarding the scheduling of workshops for 2020 and 
there were none.  Solicitor Crotty reported that the Zoning Hearing Board approved the variance for 
Brian Weaver. 

There being no further business or public comment, the workshop was adjourned at 7:20 pm on motion 
by Neal Nevitt, seconded by William Moser and passed unanimously. 

         Respectfully submitted, 

         Neal Nevitt 


