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LOWERHEIDELBERGTOWNSHIPRECREATION

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-2pm
Phone: 610.678.3393
Fax: 610.678.6626
lowerheidelbergtownship.org
Board of Supervisors
Cheryl Johnson, Chairperson
Deborah Scull, Vice Chairperson
Michael Keltz, Member
Recreation Board meets on
the first Monday of the month
at 6:00pm.
Board of Supervisors meets on
the third Monday of the month
at 7:00pm. Workshops are held
at 7:00pm on the Wednesday
prior to the monthly meeting.
Planning Commission meets
on the second Monday of each
month at 7:00pm. Workshops
are held on the last Wednesday
of the month at 7:00pm.

REMINDER

720 Brownsville Road
Sinking Spring, PA 19608

The Lower Heidelberg Recreation Board welcomes all children under
the age of 12 and their parents to the annual Christmas Party on
Saturday, December 9th from 2:00 to 5:00. Santa will be here and we
will be taking pictures of your children or family free of charge. We
will have crafts for the kiddies, cookies, hot chocolate, and coffee for
the adults. We would appreciate if you could call the office and arrange
a time for your pictures. This will create less confusion for everyone.
The Dog Park is still open and available for Township residents
who have provided the dogs vaccination records and have filled out
the proper paperwork. A gate code will be given to all who have
completed the paperwork and watched the power point presentation.
The Board has decided to open the Dog Park to residents of our
surrounding municipalities for a nominal $16 dollar annual fee. All
applicants must complete the registration paperwork and watch the
power point presentation. Please inform your friends of our new
policy and have them stop by or call the Township office for the
information packet.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 24th
at 2 PM at St. John Hains Church picnic grounds on North Church
Road. All children ages 0 - 12 are welcome. A ticket will be given to
each child the day of the hunt to receive their Easter gift. We will
again have a Chinese Auction of baskets available. Tickets for the
auction will be available for purchase the day of the event. We have
always had great baskets available so please come and have a great time
but don’t be late because it is always over in a flash.
If the residents have any ideas for future events please call the
Township office. Also, we are always looking for volunteers to help
with the Recreation Board. We are all very busy with our lives but we
could use help a few hours a year. Let’s make our Township the one
everyone wants to live in.
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Dec 6

Final Yard Waste
Pickup

Dec 8

Last Day of Leaf
Pickup

Dec 9

Santa Holiday
Party

Jan 10

Xmas Tree Pickup

Mar 24

Annual Easter
Egg Hunt

NEIGHBORHOODWATCH
Every day, neighborhoods across the United States confront
any number of property and violent crimes and threats of
crime. Neighborhood Watch groups attempt to provide local
law enforcement with additional eyes and ears to watch out
for all types of criminal activity and promote neighborhood
security. Community crime watches can address all types of
crime, but their primary focus is typically residential burglary
and other crimes around the home, such as larceny and
vandalism. Their presence can also help deter criminals who
would attempt to conduct drug- or gang-related activities in
the neighborhood.

these neighborhoods have begun holding semi-annual
meetings with the Lower Heidelberg Police Department to
share information regarding public safety, any recent activity,
trends, or concerns.
HOW CAN YOU HELP WITH A NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH PROGRAM?
• H
 old regular meetings to help residents get to know
each other and to decide upon program strategies and
activities.

• A
 sk people who seldom leave their homes to be “window
watchers,” looking out for children and reporting any
unusual activities in the neighborhood.

Local law enforcement officials and residents form the crucial
partnership in this strategy. Training from the police and
help with recruitment and communication ensure the watch
program’s success and provide the basis for a sustained and
broad-based community effort to promote public safety.
Involvement of seniors and youth will also make the program
more comprehensive.

• P
 hysical conditions like abandoned cars or overgrown
vacant lots contribute to crime. Sponsor cleanups,
encourage residents to beautify the area, and ask them to
turn on outdoor lights at night.
• S tart a block parent program to help children cope with
emergencies while walking to and from school or playing
in the area.

Residents in the College Hill and Timberlake neighborhoods
of Lower Heidelberg Township have recently partnered with
the Township Police Department to develop a neighborhood
watch program. The program goals are to bring the
community together, maintain & improve communications,
ensure the safety of fellow neighbors, and increase awareness
and reporting of suspicious behavior.

Watch groups are not vigilantes and should not assume the
role of the police. Their duty is to ask neighbors to be alert,
observant, and caring—and to report suspicious activity
or crimes immediately to the police. If you are interested
in developing a neighborhood watch program in your
neighborhood, please contact the Township office at 610678-3393 or office@lowerhbtwp.org for more information.
We hope to include the 2018 Neighborhood Watch meeting
schedule in the next Township Newsletter.

The Township Police Department has posted Neighborhood
Watch signs within those communities to visibly deter
criminal and suspicious behavior. Additionally, residents have
established a Facebook Group Page to communicate safety
concerns between neighbors and the police department, and
have distributed refrigerator magnets with emergency and
non-emergency police contact information. In addition,
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100 N Reber St, Wernersville, PA 19565
610.678.8771 • wernersvillepl@berks.lib.pa.us • www.berks.lib.pa.us/swe

LIBRARYSUSTAINABILITYBENEFITSTHEWHOLECOMMUNITY
Libraries provide resources to Benefit the entire Community.
Through resources to inform, engage, enrich, and educate, Libraries
allow Democracy to function. Despite continued funding from
county, state, and local municipalities, the message given to Libraries
has been that these resources are supplemental to meeting needs, not
sustaining.

• 500+ Free Continuing Education, Professor-supervised Courses

This is where YOU come in! The Community acting as a whole
enables Library Sustainability through charitable giving. With your
commitment, we are able to maintain, improve, and sustain the
following as Benefits for the entire Community:

Your annual gift of $50 (less than $1 per week) will allow
the library to continually update our books, magazines,
newspapers, videos, programs, computers, and other services
which you have grown accustomed to receive in service from
the library.

• Hours of Operation
• Availability of New Print and Audio-Video Titles
• FRIENDS of WPL seek new members to help the library
continue to thrive! Check with the library for more information.

• Baby, Pre-School, and Toddler Early Literacy Programs
• Programs which serve the underserved in our community -

Wernersville Public Library, the third longest standing library
in Berks County, has existed as a Benefit to the Community
for 111 years. With your help, we may sustain this
Community Benefit Resource for years to come.

• Teen Programs, Young Adult Programs, and Senior Programs
• After-School programs which enrich School-Aged Children
• Computer access and staff assistance with technology needs

Detach this portion and mail with your contribution to: Wernersville Public Library, 100 North Reber Street, Wernersville PA, 19565
Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation to the Wernersville Public Library
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Street _________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________
Please help with your donation. _____$5 _____$10 _____$25 _____$50 _____Other
Wernersville Public Library is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
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Keep this portion for your records
Tax deductible contribution to
the Wernersville Public Library
$ __________
Amount

_______ / _______ / _______
Date

175THANNIVERSARYCELEBRATION!
September 9, 2017 – Lower Heidelberg Township’s long anticipated 175th Anniversary Festival was held at the Green Valley
Swim Club. The day dawned crisp and clear, with blue skies and a mild breeze. Our intrepid volunteers gathered early in the
morning to begin preparing the Swim Club grounds for the event. The morning was a flurry of activity and excitement as the
stage was set up, vendors began their food prep and tents were erected. Residents began arriving shortly before two o’clock via
the provided shuttle vans from the School District parking lot. The stage acts began with LHT’s Got Talent; the judges had their
hands full picking the winners as all the participants were exceptionally talented. Jon Gosselin acted as Emcee and disc jockey,
and introduced the musical entertainment. Kids were kept entertained with a bounce house, pony rides, outdoor games and the
Art Bus, while adults enjoyed the musical acts and the Beer Garden. Local businesses and non-profit groups were on hand, and
everyone enjoyed the terrific variety of food and drink provided by the vendors. As the air began to cool and the skies darkened,
an estimated 3,500 residents and guests gathered to watch a tremendous fireworks finale.
Lower Heidelberg Township would like to thank the following for their part in making the Township’s 175th Anniversary
Festival such a success. If you helped us in some way and we don’t have you listed, please accept our apologies and contact us, so
that we may acknowledge you in the next newsletter.
Thank you all - we couldn’t have done it without you!
FIREWORKS SPONSORS
Kraft Code Services LLC
34 East Lancaster Avenue, Shillington
Redner’s Markets Inc
3 Quarry Road, Reading
Grande Construction
2213 Quarry Drive, West Lawn
GENERAL SPONSORS
Arby’s (Sinking Spring store)
4850 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring
Berks Western Telecom Inc.
723 Brownsville Road, Sinking Spring
Big Bertha’s Grill
499 Mtn Home Rd, Sinking Spring
Bingaman Hess
2 Meridian Blvd, Suite 100, Wyomissing
China Moon of Sinking Spring 4888 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring
Chucky Cheese
2721 N. Meridian Blvd, Wyomissing
EHD (Mike Malinowski) - Suite 4401, One
Meridian Blvd, Wyomissing
Elegance Derma Spa
3317 Penn Avenue, West Lawn

E M Kutz
2456 Morgantown Road, Reading
Fisher’s Rental Center Inc
2698 Bernville Road, Reading
Ganly’s Irish Pub & Restaurant
500 Brownsville Road, Sinking Spring
Greth Homes
1057 Van Reed Road, Reading
Holy Spirit Farm and Horse Sanctuary 131
Justa Road, Wernersville
Hurst Repair LLC
255 S. 2nd Street, Womelsdorf
Lords and Ladies Salon & Medical Spa
4912 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring
Lynx Computer Technologies Inc
7 Bristol Court, Wyomissing
Philly Pretzel Factory
2850 Penn Avenue, West Lawn
Reading Dermatology Associates PC
3317 Penn Avenue, West Lawn
Redner’s Markets Inc
3 Quarry Road, Reading
Saladworks
2111 State Hill Road, Wyomissing
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Savage L&B Chrysler Dodge Jeep RAM
1 Big Spring Road, Robesonia
SAH Incorporated
50 S. Museum Road, Shillington
Siana, Bellwoar & McAndrews, LLP
941 Pottstown Pike, Suite 200, Chester Springs
Spayd’s at Green Valley Nursery, Inc
4610 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring
Spotts, Stevens, and McCoy
1047 N. Park Road, Reading
Systems Design Engineering, Inc
1032 James Drive, Leesport
Tavern on Penn
2601 Penn Avenue, West Lawn
The Primitive Barn
3809 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring, PA
Tompkins VIST Bank
(Sinking Spring Branch)
4708 Penn Avenue, Sinking Spring
Yogo Crazy Frozen Yogurt
Broadcasting Square, 2733 Papermill
Road,Wyomissing
Zoup!
760 Woodland Road, Wyomissing

VOLUNTEERS Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
The Brattons
Andy Bright
Ashlee Bright
Jaime Clay
Douglas Clay
Ed Conners
Liz Dentzer
Samantha Etchberger
Vicki Gardner
Susan Grimes
Cora Hardick
Evan Hardick
Jason Holmgren
Mac Holmgren
Cheryl Johnson
Wynn Kearney
Glenn Kraft
Alex Leisey
Christopher Leisey
Bob Melson
Sharon Melson
Ariana Plevrakis
Stasi Plevrakis
Robin Ream
Ashley Scull
Richard Scull
Joanne Stauffer
Pamela Stevens
Kristen Stoltz
Stephanie Tarn
Lilly Watts
Christelle Zablit
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
The LHT Road Crew
(Matt Clay, Josh Forry, Greg Watts - Guys,
Thank you for EVERYTHING you did. We
couldn’t have done it without you!)
Chief Deiterich and the Lower Heidelberg
Police Department
Jared Renshaw and the Western Berks Fire
Dept and Fire Police
The Western Berks Ambulance Association
Maggie Arentz (Geiger Corporation Promotional Products)
The Art Bus
T.M. Bailey Services, LLC
(Bailey’s Portable Toilets)
Calvary Bible Fellowship Church (Thank
you for loaning us your Bounce Houses and
volunteering to run them.)
City of Reading Public Works
Community Evangelical Church
(Thank you for offering us your parking lot
for overflow parking)
Matt Cullen
(Thank you for putting together a terrific
musical entertainment package.)
D&M Fireworks, LLC
(What a FANTASTIC Show!)
The Green Valley Swim Club
Paul Grimes WWII Display
Jon Gosselin
Jonna Holgate (Balloon artist)
Hilltop Farms Ponies
Infinity Limousine, Inc
(Shuttle Bus Service)
Ed Kopicki
(Photography/Drone photography)
Kimberly Meglathery, BSN,RN,CRRN
(McGlinn Cancer Institute)

Mobile Technology Graphics
Brandon Monk
(Reading Health System)
Alice Moyer
Party Masterz Productions (Funtography)
Reading Eagle
(Andrew W. Kearney & Lisa Guida)
Reading Rentals
Shoot the Crow
Terry Strongheart
Craig Thatcher Band
Waste Management
Wernersville Lion’s Club
Wilson School District Board Members
Green Valley Elementary and Wilson
West Middle Schools &
Elizabeth McKemy
Wolfe’s Rental Company
Zeus Light & Sound
TALENT SHOW PARTICIPANTS
1st Place - Emilee Koch (Dance)
2nd Place - Sophia Mattes (Vocalist)
3rd Place - Abby Leiboff (Vocalist)
Emily Leiboff (Vocalist)
Sound Vizionz (Rock Band)
TALENT SHOW JUDGES
Kim Bell
Ashley Scull
Cheryl Willman
FOOD/DRINK VENDORS
All Star Distributing
Coal Cracker BBQ
The Green Valley Swim Club
Gator Bites Staff
Special Thank You to
Rhonda Sullivan & Dawn Hilliard for
sharing your time, advice, & expertise
The Green Valley Swim Club Beer Garden
Chris Adams
Bryan Cole
Scott & Maureen Crawford
Matt Crouse
Aubree Hall
Jeremy Hall
Ryan Hill
Matt Lupold
David Muirhead
Patrick Nelis
Brendan & Chris Orzech
Bob Schneider
Rich Taylor
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Dave Thomas
Gourmand’s Food Truck
Missie’s Cookie Jar
Philly Pretzel Factory
Rita’s Italian Ice
Sweet Ride Ice Cream
Uzar’s Pierogies
Video Burger Food Truck
BUSINESS/NON PROFIT EXPO
PARTICIPANTS
Berks Bhakti Yoga
Elaine Briner
Congressman Ryan Costello’s Office
Sharon Covely-Boyer
(Tax Collector Candidate)
Dream Vacation (Chris Hornick)
Etch Fit
Henry’s Hope Dog Rescue
Life is Better Traveling (Kathie Murray)
LuLaRoe (Jill Tobias)
Reading Health Systems/
McGlinn Cancer Institute
Stacy Gerhart, Elizabeth Hertzog, Renee
McLin, Bridget Staron, Anita Wilhelm
RISU, LLC
Susan Sarzynski
Wernersville Public Library
Zoe’s House Dog Rescue
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Kim Bell
Theresa Conners
Ron Dentzer
Paul Grimes
Lori Haag
Heath Kearney
Jocelyn Kearney
Mike Keltz
Carl Leisey
Donna Leisey
Tiffany Leisey
Kathie Murray
Patrick Nelis
Allison Plevrakis
Deborah Scull

This time, aim more
to the right
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ROADDEPARTMENT
LEAF COLLECTION

resulting in snow being pushed back on to your driveway
apron. This diagram illustrates the proper way to clear your
driveway to minimize the “second shovel” caused by the push
effect from the plow.

The 2017 Township fall leaf collection will begin mid-October
in developments and other areas where the road crew can work
safely. Leaves can also be dropped at the township building or
at the organic matter disposal site in South Heidelberg. Only
leaves should be placed in the street as we will not pick up
leaf piles that have any type of debris in them. Do not place:
grass clippings, soil, yard or house plants, stones, bricks, trash,
animal feces or branches in the leaves or along side of them.
The leaf collector is designed to pick up leaves only and may
become damaged by picking up other items, delaying or
canceling leaf collection in the entire township.

Winter weather can place our road crew and equipment under
stress and we are mindful that our residents can be stressed as
well. Your safety and that of our crew is of primary concern. Your
patience and cooperation will help us do our job as quickly and
efficiently as possible.

We will not pick up any pile of leaves that has a vehicle parked
directly in front of or behind it since the road crew and
equipment need ample space to clean up the leaves. Do not
place leaves around sign posts, mailboxes, basketball poles,
road markers or under shrubs or hedges. As a reminder, the
Township will not pick up any tree limbs or debris placed
near, in or by any Township street or road. Yard waste and
tree branches, tied and bundled, can be placed at curbside for
the last yard waste pick up by Waste Management scheduled
for Wednesday, December 4th, or can be taken to the organic
matter disposal site. The last day for leaf collection (weather
permitting) will be Friday, December 8, 2017.

PRIMARY SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTES
Atlantic Ave
Indiana Ave
Saddlebrook Dr
Baltic Ave
Kentucky Ave
St. Gian Ct
Bittner Ave
Laura Ct
St. James Place
Boardwalk
Mediterranean Ave
State Hill Rd
Brownsville Rd
New York Ave
States Ave
Colorado Ave
North Church Rd
Tennessee Ave
Connecticut Ave
North Carolina Ave Ventnor Ave
Fairwood Ave
Pacific Ave
Vermont Ave
Grande Blvd
Park Place Dr
Virginia Ave
Green Valley Rd
Pennsylvania Ave
West Charles St
Hill Terrace Dr
Reber’s Bridge Rd
Illinois Ave
Russell St
Timberlake Lane
Lengle Avenue
Baywood Avenue Valley Court

WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE
Please do not park your car in any cul-de-sac during a snow
storm. Cars should remain in your driveway or garage to allow
the snowplows to clean curb to curb. Recycling or trash should
not be placed in the street as they obstruct the plow. Please place
all trash or recycling where the grass strip would be between the
sidewalk and curb. During a snow emergency please remove all
vehicles from snow emergency routes. Snow emergencies will be
posted on WFMZ Channel 69 television station as well as on our
website. PLEASE do not blow snow back into the street! We are
out in a snow storm to make the roads safe and passable and it is
made much more difficult when people blow snow back into the
road. You can and will be fined for placing snow on any street or
road in the Township.

SECONDARY SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTES
Bayberry La
Firethorn La
Pine St
Daniel St
Foxtail Pl
Ruth Ave
East Charles St
Harwood La
Sabrina St
East College Ave
Leslie St
Stitzer Ave
East Wilson Ave
North Elm St
Sweetwater La
Erich St
North Fairwood Ave West College Ave
Wisteria La

We are aware of how frustrating it can be to clear your
driveway only to have the plow come down your street
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BELOW IS A SHORT LIST OF WAYS TO KEEP YOUR SEWER RATES LOW AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, KEEP
YOUR SEWER WHERE IT BELONGS, IN THE PIPE AND NOT BACKED UP INTO YOUR HOME. PLEASE READ
THROUGH THE LIST AND APPLY THESE TIPS IN YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.
• D
 o not flush items that do not belong in the sewer system. The
cost for cleaning sewer lines, screening this material, and wear on
the system is very high. The only items that belong down the drain
are water, human waste, and toilet paper. Flushable wipes are not
flushable, they block sewer mains and household plumbing. There is
currently litigation regarding this type of product.

• U
 nderstand products you use that have nitrogen (often called
“ammonia”) and phosphorous (often called “phosphate”).
Phosphorous and nitrogen are often found in cleaning supplies
such as laundry detergents, window cleaners, ammonia based
cleaning solutions, dish detergents, and other common household
supplies. Use only what is needed as directed by the manufacturer
and do not dispose of any excess cleaning supplies down the
drain. The treatment plant is required to remove these nutrients
prior to discharge so naturally the less nutrients being sent to
the plant the less that need to be removed, resulting in lower
treatment costs.

• Y
 our garbage disposal is not a trash bin. Vegetables, table scraps,
and other materials found in the kitchen belong in the trash and
not down the drain. Organic material passed through garbage
disposals and into the sewer system cause increased aeration
demands at the wastewater treatment plant and greatly increase
electricity costs.

• S ump pumps, roof drains, and storm water drainage systems
cannot be connected to the sanitary sewer system as described by
Sewer Use Ordinance. Connections of these lead to sewer systems
backups and overflows during storm events because the system
was not designed to convey the high rainwater flows. Roof drains,
sump pumps, and other drainage systems should discharge to
your yard or storm sewer system.

• D
 o not put fats, oils, and grease down the drain. Pour grease into
a can or other storage container and allow cooling before placing
into the trash. Grease plugs the sewer system mains and can lead
to sewer system backups into homes and businesses.
• I f you have a water softener ensure it is operating efficiently. The
treatment plant cannot remove salt and minerals (total dissolved
solids-TDS) in wastewater from water softeners. The TDS travels
through the plant, enters the Cacoosing creek, and has negative
effects on fish and wildlife. Also, if the TDS levels are too high
this can cause permit violations for the plant and result in fines
from DEP, EPA and DRBC.

• D
 o not dump any liquid or solids into the storm drains in the
street. “ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN.”

FREQUENTLY ASKED Q & A ABOUT ON LOT DISPOSAL SYSTEMS (OLDS):
Why must I pump my system every three years?
Three years is the maximum time frame allowed by the Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP); regular pumping of on lot
systems ensures that each lot is in compliance with the Township’s
ACT 537 Plan. The Township is required to enforce these
requirements or else risk being in violation of ACT 537, which is
mandated by the State.

I pay taxes; why can’t my tax dollars be used to offset the cost of
the OLDS program?
Using tax dollars to pay for the OLDS program would be the
same as using tax dollars to pay for treatment of sewage. Under the
Second Class Township Code, the Sewer Fund is an enterprise fund,
which means that it is a self-sustaining fund operated with revenue
obtained from the users of the service. In the same way that public
sewer customers are billed for the recurring costs associated with
the collection and treatment of sewage conveyed in public lines,
private sewer customers (those with OLDS) are being assessed for
the recurring costs of implementing the mandated regulation of their
systems.

I live by myself; why is a single person required to pump out
their tank every three years?
The DEP does not recognize the size of a household when setting the
time frame parameter.
Can I pump my system more frequently than every third year?
Yes, you may pump more frequently. If you have a large family size,
the Township encourages you to do so.

I can’t afford the cost of having my system pumped and
inspected; I am on a limited income and feel that this is a
financial hardship. What are my options?
The DEP does not recognize financial hardship as a reason to
exempt your property from the mandate. The Board of Supervisors
sympathizes with those individuals who may be experiencing a true
financial hardship. Please realize that your system must be pumped
and inspected every three years. If you refuse to comply with this
requirement, the Township will proceed with the pumping of your
system and you will be assessed for the full cost of the hauler’s
invoice. The Township’s right to enforce this remedy is specified in
Ordinance No. 301-11; a full copy of the Ordinance is available for
review at the Township office, or on the Township website. If an
individual’s personal situation is such that a true hardship exists, the
Board will work with that individual to set up a payment plan for the
costs of the pumping of the system.

Why does the Township charge the $25 dollar fee per household?
The $25 dollar fee is assessed to reimburse the Township for the
associated costs of implementing the OLDS program. Please keep
in mind that the original fee (as recommended by the previous
Township Sewer Engineer) was $100. The Board of Supervisors and
the current Township Sewer Engineer felt that the fee was excessive
and adjusted the fee based on a realistic estimation of the staff time
involved with implementing the program. These associated costs
include supplies, postage, staff time for data entry and database
maintenance, and inspection of questionable systems.
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ROADCREW
The road crew’s mission is to maintain the Township’s roads as
necessary to promote the health, safety and welfare of the traveling
public and Lower Heidelberg Township residents.
The Township road crew consists of four full time employees with
a fleet of modern up-to-date road equipment; during major storms
the Township has a roster of part-time plow drivers who are called in
as needed. The road crew maintains 32 miles of road owned by the
Township; this number continues to increase as new developments
are accepted for dedication. Every day road crew tasks include the
repair and replacement of road signs, guide rails, pipes and culverts,
patching and road restoration. Seasonal tasks, such as vegetation
removal, mowing, and ice and snow removal add to the road crew’s
maintenance demands. On any given day, accidents, weather
conditions, and unforeseen problems may change the direction of the
road crew’s daily tasks and/or bring them out after hours in response
to emergencies related to the safety of the traveling public.
In addition to the 32 miles of Township road, the Lower Heidelberg
road crew also performs seasonal maintenance on an additional 17
miles of State owned roads. Seasonal maintenance on State roads
includes plowing, salting and summer mowing. The State roads
maintained seasonally by the road crew include Brownsville Road,
Reber’s Bridge Road, Green Valley Road, North Church Road,
State Hill Road, Fairmont Avenue and Heffner Road. The road
crew is responsible for all maintenance and repairs on Township
roads. On State owned roads, the Township is not responsible for
fixing potholes, drainage issues such as storm pipe and drain boxes,
shoulder work or downed street signs. Potholes or other maintenance
issues on State roads should be reported to PennDOT at 1-800-FIXROAD. The Township is not responsible for any standing trees or
trees that could be a hazard to the roadway, except for those that are

dead or leaning on to the road. The Township will help with cleanup
of downed trees on State roads. The Township is not responsible for
private roadways in new developments until such time as they are
dedicated to the Township.
The road crew is also responsible for the installation and application
of all municipal street signs and traffic markings. The signs
and markings are installed in accordance with the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, Rules and Regulations.
Each year the road crew resurfaces various roadways within the
Township. Currently the Township is in year one of a three year
road improvement project cycle funded through a bond issue in
2016. Roads to be improved have been selected based on various
criteria and needs, including surface conditions and traffic volume.
Due to base deterioration, large portions of the roadway are cutout
or milled out and replaced with new asphalt base. At a later time
this area is sealed with oil and chip or resurfaced with a wearing
course. Overlays are used where the base is in good condition, but
the surface-wearing course is deteriorated. Leveling courses may
be applied and drainage problems corrected whereupon a wearing
course of blacktop is applied. Cracks are sealed with asphalt sealant,
generally preparatory to some type of a wearing surface treatment.
The Township also employs oil and chip treatment on various
Township roads. The process consists of an application of oil and
chip over the entire surface in order to provide a sealed surface and
thus reduce the amount of water penetration into the roadway
base. It allows for sealing of minor but numerous surface cracks and
protects and prolongs the integrity of the existing roadway, saving the
taxpayers money. Whenever possible, Lower Heidelberg works with
other Townships to share costs; here the road crew works on Sweitzer
Road with the assistance of the Penn Township road crew.

Members of the Township road crew work in tandem with Penn Township road crew members on Sweitzer Road, an example of Inter-Municipal Cooperation.
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JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF SYNCHRONIZED CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SET TO MUSIC
AT CALVARY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH IN SINKING SPRING ON PENN AVE.
THIS YEAR FEATURES CHRISTMAS CLASSICS AND STAR WARS MUSIC!

DECEMBER 1-22
LIGHT SHOWS RUN EVERY 15 MINUTES FROM 5 P.M.-10 P.M.
FREE HOT CHOCOLATE AND COOKIES PLUS A FUN STAR WARS KIDS’
ACTIVITY ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY NIGHTS FROM 6 P.M.-9 P.M.
UNTIL DEC. 22ND.
COST: FREE
OUR GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY!
OVER 80,000 LIGHTS DANCING AND TWINKLING TO MUSIC... THAT’S OVER 5
MILES OF LIGHTS!
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OTHERNEWS
SAVE-A-TAPE

175TH ANNIVERSARY RAFFLE

COUNT ME IN

Redner’s Markets will donate 1% of
your tape totals to the Lower Heidelberg
Township Dog Park. Participating in
the program is easy: Simply swipe your
Redner’s Pump Perks card each time you
shop and a Save-A-Tape total will print
on the bottom of your receipt. You can
drop your receipts off at the Township
Building and the Dog Park will receive a
check from Redner’s Market.

We still have two baskets to give
away: Dog Lovers 882752 and Galaxy
E-Tablet 882825. Please check your
ticket stubs and claim your baskets at the
Township office.

The Township has established an email
chain to keep you informed about road
closures, emergencies and upcoming
events. Please send an email to office@
lowerhbtwp.org and we will add you to
the chain. (Your email will not be shared
with anyone outside of the Township.)

Phone: 610:678.3393
LOWER HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP
720 Brownsville Road
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
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